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TAGS: BENC, MX 

SUBJECT: WESTINGHOUSE METRO BID 

REE: MEXICO 3306 

1 . IN SUPPORT OF WESTINGHOUSE’S BID, I HAVE TALKED IN THE 
LAST SEVERAL DAYS WITH SECRETARY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS 
SANTIAGO ROLL AND MAYOR OF THE FEDERAL DISTRICT CARLOS 
HANK GONZALEZ, THE SENIOR OFFICIAL WITH THE MOST DIRECT 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE METRO PROJECT. 

2. I WAS FINALLY ABLE TO REACH HANK GONZALEZ ON WEDNESDAY 
AND EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT THE AMBASSADOR WAS OUT OF THE 
COUNTRY, BUT HAD BEEN APPROACHED BY THE PRESIDENT OF 
WESTINGHOUSE EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER HIS COMPANY'S PROS- 
PECTS, AND THAT A WESTINGHOUSE VICE PRESIDENT HAD 
RECENTLY CALLED ON ME TO EXPRESS THE SAME CONCERN. I 
IMPRESSED ON HIM THAT THE WESTINGHOUSE EQUIPMENT WAS WELL 
DESIGNED, OFFERED AT THE BEST PRICE AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
THEIR BID WOULD BE IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE PROJECT. 
BECAUSE OF THE SUBSTANTIAL MEXICAN CONTENT OF THE EQUIP- 
MENT, IT WOULD BE BENEFICIAL FOR THE COUNTRY AS WELL. I 
NOTED THAT BOTH THE EMBASSY AND THE USG WERE MAINTAINING 
A LIVELY INTEREST IN THE MATTER. HANK GONZALEZ SAID THAT 
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ACTION ON THE MATTER IS WITH A TECHNICAL COMMITTEE OE THE 
METRO, BUT SAID THAT HE WOULD CALL THE HEAD OF THE COMMIT- 
TEE AND CONVEY TO HIM THE POINTS I HAD MADE. 

3. I HAD EARLIER TALKED TO ROEL WHO ASKED THAT I SEND HIM 

A MEMORANDUM COVERING THE PRINCIPAL POINTS. I SUBSEQUENT- 
LY WAS ABLE TO PROVIDE HIM WITH A MEMORANDUM PREPARED BY 
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WESTINGHOUSE UNDER A COVERING NOTE. 

COMMENT: I DON'T KNOW WHAT EEFECT THESE REPRESENTATIONS 
WILL HAVE ON THE OUTCOME OE THE BIDDING, BUT WHEN COUPLED 
WITH THE AMBASSADOR'S EARLIER SUPPORT FOR WESTINGHOUSE IN 
A TALK WITH HANK GONZALEZ THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT AMONG 
GOM OFFICIALS THAT THE USG IS INTERESTED IN THE OUTCOME. 

THOMPSON 
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